August 14, 2024

To International Public Opinion and the Negotiation Teams for the Colombian Government-ELN
Peace Talks

The international community urges the resumption of peace negotiations involving the
Colombian Government and the ELN, the extension of the ceasefire agreement, and the
effective implementation of the Ethnic Chapter of the 2016 Colombia Peace Agreement.

The Global Network - Ethnic Peoples and Peace and the Institute of Peoples, Territories, and
Pedagogies for Peace in collaboration with the Ethnic Commission for Peace and the Defense
of Territorial Rights together with organizational with individual members of the international
community, signatories noted below:

We are writing to express our firm conviction that it is indispensable that the Colombian
government and the National Liberation Army (ELN) return to the peace negotiating table, and
that an extension of the bilateral ceasefire agreement signed between the Colombian national
government and the National Liberation Army (ELN), which expires on August 3, 2024, be
signed and implemented as soon as possible. This is vital for the fulfilment of the commitments
established in the framework of a "total peace", which allows for the creation of conditions,
which should focus on the integrity and well-being of Afro-Colombian, indigenous, peasant
communities located in rural areas, and of women, girls, boys and young people, who continue
to be affected by the presence of multiple armed groups in their ancestral territories, illegal
extractive interests and the continuous threats of violence, displacement and dispossession,
which have arisen from the escalation of the conflict and the territorial dispute of the conflict.

We express great alarm at the escalation of violence in Colombia that continues to
disproportionately attack indigenous and Afro-Colombian leaders, communities and territories,
including the assassination attempts that have occurred in the first half of the year, including the
attack against the father of Vice President Francia Marquez, subsequent attacks against the
Vice President's personal vehicle; attacks against Armando Valbuena, Secretary of the
high-level Instance of Ethnic Peoples IEANPE and his security team. On March 17 of this year,
Carmelina Yule Pavi, Kiwe Thegna, leader of the Nasa people of the Toribio indigenous
reservation in Cauca and former coordinator of the Women of the Territory program, was
murdered. On June 27, Eyber Danilo Poto Pazu, son of the vice-minister of Ethnic Peoples of
the Ministry of Equality Nelson Lemos, was kidnapped and murdered. These are just some of
the recent examples of direct attacks against prominent ethnic leaders.

Since the signing of the Peace Agreement with the FARC EP signed in 2016, until December
31, 2023, 1,410 leaders have been killed, 30% are of ethnic origin, including 313 indigenous
and 104 Afro-descendants' . One of the main causes of threats and assassinations derives from
the political participation of ethnic leaders. This scenario is reflected in IEANPE's Report 3, in
which it makes visible multiple facts that violate the human rights of ethnic populations in rural
areas, causing confinements and massive displacements that disproportionately affect ethnic
peoples, being the Afro-Colombian people the most harmed, with respect to the victimizing fact
of forced displacement, and which represents 36% of the total number of victims at the national
level.

https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/paz-y-memoria/acuerdo-de-paz-indigenas-y-afrodescendiente
s-asi-van-los-avances-y-rezagos-del-capitulo-etnico/
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Colombian public opinion and the international community must pay special attention to the
harsh realities and humanitarian crisis faced by ethnic communities as a result of the armed
conflict in the Colombian Pacific, a historically excluded region affected by systematic and
structural racism and for which the National Government and the negotiating teams of the
ELN-Government peace talks have established important and concrete commitments to
address the humanitarian crisis that start from community participation, 19 months have passed
since the beginning of the public announcement of this process and many more years of
suffering of the ethnic and peasant communities that seek strategies to resist the violence in
their own territories that remain in conflict seeking the survival of their peoples.

In view of the above, we raise our concerns below:

e The continued effects of illegal mining and drug trafficking on ethnic communities and
territories have led illegal armed actors to reach ancestral territories, affecting biological
diversity and community security.

e Lack of implementation of individual and collective protection measures for indigenous
black and peasant communities.

e The apparent unilateral decision by the Colombian government to reduce the
geographic area of attention to the humanitarian crisis agreed upon by the
Government-ELN negotiating teams, leading to the exclusion of the Naya, Baudo,
Dagua, Yurumangui, Raposo, Cajambre, Anchicaya, Mayorquin river basins.

e The lack of necessary funding available to address the humanitarian crisis in these
regions, which was evidenced by the Humanitarian Caravan that took place in January
2023 (approximately 19 months ago) and which stems from the political will of the
current government.

e The urgent need to consolidate the Humanitarian Agreements to protect the civilian
population.

e The need to advance in the effective implementation of the Ethnic Chapter of the 2016
Agreements.

Armando Wouriyu Valbuena, IEANPE's Secretary General, points out that, "in all indicators
related to the ethnic chapter there are serious delays. We are talking about a backlog of
between 82 and 85% if we compare the different sources of information". The report states that
38% of the indicators show no progress at all, while 41% show intermediate progress, and only
21% have been completed?, thus evidencing the low implementation of the Ethnic Chapter. The
lack of effective implementation has led not only to the perpetuation and even aggravation of
systematic violence against the rural and unarmed civilian population but also to an upsurge in
violence, despite the progress achieved and efforts made under the current government of
Gustavo Petro and Francia Marquez.

Thus, we, the signatories of this communiqué:

1. We request the parties involved in the peace talks between the Government and the
ELN to unfreeze the negotiating table and establish an extension of the bilateral
ceasefire agreement between the parties that expired on August 3.

2. We request the Colombian government to ensure that the Ethnic Chapter is a priority
within the framework of the Total Peace policy.

https://ieanpe.com/2024/06/06/ieanpe-presenta-iii-informe-de-balance-sobre-la-implementacion-del-capit
ulo-etnicodel-acuerdo-final-de-paz/
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3. We request that the commitments made in the framework of the Government-ELN peace
talks related to humanitarian relief and protection measures in the indigenous and black
communities in the regions of the critical Calima-San Juan zone, move forward and be
implemented as a matter of urgency.

4. We strongly request the call for the inclusion of the Women, Family, and Generation
approach safeguards in the compliance monitoring and supervision tools® as established
in the Peace Agreement.

5. We request the international governments that maintain relations with the Colombian
Government to urge the Colombian National Government and the UN Security Council to
support the effective implementation of the Ethnic Chapter, and in particular the
individual and collective protection measures for indigenous and black communities to
remain or return to their ancestral territories in the regions affected by the conflict.

The urgency of this call is especially pertinent given the territorial overlap between the territories
occupied by ethnic peoples and where the armed conflict is concentrated, as both are located
on borders that "connect to international trade where we have major competing interests," as
Patricia Tobon noted.* The international community must consider mitigating the global causes
of conflict in the region, including large-scale global extractive industries, global illegal
economies in drug trafficking, and large-scale infrastructure projects, among others.

We support the IEANPE Secretary General's call that the implementation of the Peace
Agreement with an ethnic approach is a matter of State and not of government. His reminder of
the particularities of ethnic communities and territories in government projects and
administration, and a call to guarantee translation services into their own languages in all
actions of State institutions with ethnic communities, and to guarantee the permanent
participation of ethnic communities with voice and vote.®

Signed,

https://codhes.org/2023/05/31/mujeres-de-pueblos-etnicos-exigen-implementacion-del-capitulo-etnico-de-
paz-y-su-inclusion-en-procesos-de-paz/

https://www.elespectador.com/politica/patricia-tobon-yagari-ley-de-victimas-ahora-si-a-reconocer-la-institu

cionalidad-indigena-en-colombia/
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